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but suffice it to say Americanize them or keep
them out.

Sincerely yours,
ROBT. L. CRUM, M. D.

Los Angeles.

To the Editor:-Complying with your request in
the September issue of the Journal, relative to the
desirability of the State Board of Medical Exam-
iners holding examinations for license in any lan-
guage other than English: We practitioners of the
State do not believe it desirable. "Americanize our
foreign communities and bring them to American
social standards."

(Signed) E. F. REAMER, M. D.
Modesto.

To the Editor:- . . . I do not think there is
any argument at all. My answer is America
for Americans, and if they do not wish to become
Americans-why did they come to the U. S. A.?

Yours respectfully,
W. H. C. HATTEROTH, M. D.

Oakland.

Military News
VOLUNTEER MEDICAL SERVICE CORPS OF

THE UNITED STATES.
Authorized by the Council of National Defense;
Approved by the President of the United States.
What is the Volunteer Medical Service Corps?
The Volunteer Medical Service Corps is an or-

ganization which provides means for obtaining
quickly men and women for any military or civil
medical service required in the war emergency.
It furnishes recommendations and necessary cre-
dentials to assure the best medical service, both
military and civil.
How should application for membership be made?
Upon request to t-he Volunteer Medical Service

Corps, Council of National Defense, Washington, D.
C., application blanks and circulars of information
will be sent. When received, the application form
should be filled out completely, in accordance with
instructions contained in the circular of informa-
tion. The application should then be mailed to the
Volunteer Medical Service Corps, Council of
National Defense, Washington, D. C.
What is to be gained by the creation of this

organization?
Placing on record all medical men and women in

the United States; aiding Army, Navy, Public
Health Service, Provost Marshal General's office
and the American Red Cross in supplying war
medical needs; providing the best civilian medical
service possible; giving recognition to all who
record themselves either in Army, Navy, Public
Health Service, Provost Marshal General's office,
Red Cross activities or civilian service.
What is meant by classification?
It is the record of information furnished by the

individual physician so that when the need arises,
he may be requested to perform service that will
be mutually advantageous to the individual and the
service to which he may be assigned.
Who are eligible?
Every legally qualified physician holding the de-

gree of Doctor of Medicine from a legally char-
tered medical school without reference to age or
physical disability is eligible for membership in the

Volunteer Medical Corps provided he or she is not
already commissioned in the Government service.
How is eligibility to the corps determined?
Upon information obtained from application

blanks, three personal references and the executive
committee of the State in which the applicant re-
sides. Based upon the information thus secured,
the Central Governing board will finally pass upon
applications.
Does membership in the corps carry with it rank

and pay?
This corps is not authorized to bestow rank.

Arrangements for compensation shall be made be-
tween a member requested to perform a specific
duty and the agency requesting service. Th'e matter
of compensation and place of service, whether with
or without rank, mttst be determined at- the time
said request is made. When a member of the
corps accepts service in the Medical Reserve corps
of the army, the Naval Reserve force, the United
States Public Health service, the American Red
Cross or any governmental department, he or she
will be accorded the rank and pay incident to the
service in the department in which he or she has
enrolled.
Will any member of this corps be ordered to

active duty?
No member will be ordered to render any service.

Requests to perform specific duties according to
qualifications and availability under the classifica-
tion of the Volunteer Medical Service Corps may
be made from time to time as emergencies arise.
What will be the probable character of service

members who will be requested to render?
(a) Medical Reserve corps.
(b) Naval Reserve force.
(c) United States Public Health Service.
(d) American Red Cross.
(e) Local and medical advisory boards.
(f) State and local health departments.
(g) Medical schools and hospitals.
(h) Industrial plants.
(i) Civil communities.

Caring for civil communities, stripped of med-
ical attention.

Caring for practices of physicians in military
service.
Reclamation of registrants rejected for physi-

cal unfitness.
Service to needy families and dependents of

enlisted men.
(j) Miscellaneous service.
When will physicians who are not classified for

actual military or naval service be requested to per-
form service?
When the emergency arises the following may be

requested to perform duties in accordance with
their qualifications and expressed merits as indi-
cated by the information contained on their applica-
tion blanks:

(a) Physicians over 55 years of age.
(b) Physicians with obvious physical disabili-

ties which are disqualifying.
(c) Those rejected for all government service

because of physical disability.
What are some of the duties that this last group

of physicians ineligible for active military service
may be requested to perform?

(a) Deducting those members of the medical
profession who will eventually be in active military,
naval or public health service, fully 75 per cent. of
the remainder will be encouraged to continue at
their home duties.

(b) Some of these may be called upon to supple-
ment their private practices by performaing part-
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tinle service to meet community needs hitherto per-
formed by men called to active duty.

(c) Twenty-five per cent. of those not actually
engaged in war service (possibly 20,000 in number)
who are now engaged in home duties but who have
agreed to do work of any kind anywhere, upon
reqtuest of the Central Governing board will, as the
emergency arises, be recommended for duty in the
following places:

1. Local and medical advisory boards.
2. Medical schools and hospitals.
3. Industrial plants.
4. Health departments.
5. Communities lacking medical service.

How does enrollment in this corps differ from
actual conscription?
The Volunteer Medical Service Corps is exactly

what its name indicates. It is a gentleman's agree-
rnent on the part of the civilian doctors of the
United States who have not yet been commissioned
in the army or navy or enrolled in the Public
Health service, or in the service of the Provost
Marshal General, and a representative board con-
sisting of government officials associated with lay
members of the profession in which civilian physi-
cians agree to offer their services to the govern-
ment if requested to do so by the Central Govern-
ing board.

In what way can this corps aid the government?
By recording all physicians who are not yet in

service and classifying them so as to utilize the
talents and facilities of individuals to the best
advantage and inflict as little hardship on the
individual as possible, in accordance with the letter
from the President of the United States authorizing
the corps-"to supply the needs of the army, navy
and Public Health service . . . aiding in the
important work of the Provost Marshal General's
office and Red Cross . . . and the problems of
the health of the civilian communities of the United
States." It provides a method by which every
physician not in uniform will be entitled to wear
an insignia which indicates his willingness to serve
his government. It furnishes a method by which
the medical needs of the nation may be provided
for through a representative board of physicians
who know the needs of the army, navy, Public
Health service, Red Cross and civil communi-
ties.
Towhatextent must provision be made for essen-

tial civilian and industrial medical needs?
A large percentage of the physicians of the coun-

try will be required to care for their respective
home communities and to meet civilian health needs.
This percentage of necessity will be expected to
maintain their home status and continue their pro-
fessional work.
Will enrollment in the Volunteer Medical Service

corps excuse a physician in the draft age from
registration under the Selective Draft Service law
or from being classified therein?

Positively not.
Why, then, enroll in the Volunteer Medical

Service corps if it does not supplant the draft?
(a) Under the Selective Service law individuals

in the draft age are registered and inducted into
the service as privates. The Volunteer Medical
Service Corps enrolls and classifies individuals as
prospective commissioned officers and will, when
requested, assist in establishing the individual's
status when he requests transfer from the enlisted
forces to the commissioned branches of the service.

(b) Enrollment in the Volunteer Medical Service
corps definitely registers the physician as a patriot
and provides definite governmental recognition of
his willingness to serve.
Why shouJd every physician in the United States

enroll in the Volunteer Medical Service corps?
(a) The unsurpassed record of volunteer enroll-

ment for actual service on the part of the medical
profession must be maintained.

(b) The army and navy must not be hampered
for a moment for lack of doctors to care for the
sick and wounded boys fighting our battles at the
front.

(c) The public health must be conserved.
(d) The medical needs of the Provost Marshal

General must be adequately met.
(e) The great industries furnishing materials of

war employing thousands of patriotic workers,
must have medical service.

(f) The home folks, the old and the young
wearily waiting over here, must have doctors.

(g) Recording, classifying, and careful distribu-
tion and full utilization of our entire profession
of. medicine will enable us to instantly supply all
demands, and our utmost resources will then be
available to aid in establishing a permanent peace
that will forever make this world a safe place in
which women and children may live.

FOR ARMY NURSES AT BASE HOSPITALS.
To give army and navy nurses a comfortable

place in which to spend their hours off .duty, the
American Red Cross will provide special nurses'
recreation houses at all large base hospitals, to
cost about $350,000. Contracts have been let for
40, several of which are completed and some more
are under contract.
These houses were provided as soon as it was

learned that the nurses had no attractive rest
rooms and were obliged either to stay in their
bedrooms or to sit in a narrow corridor-like space
set aside for them. In some of the camps the
Red Cross not only has provided these houses
but has secured cottages near-by in the mountains
or at the seashore, where nurses, especially in need
of rest, can go for a recuperative week end. The
nurses keep house for themselves.

New Members

Genocchio, Edw. P., San Francisco.
Carpenter, C. R., San Diego.
Macpherson, J. F., San Diego.

Deaths

Courtenay, Gordon Trevor, San Diego. A grad-
uate of Northwestern University Medical School,
Ill., '08. Licensed here 1913. A member of the
State Society. Died Monday, September 23, 1918,
age 32, at sea.
Moss, Robt. E., a graduate of Marion-Sims Med-

ical College, Mo., 1897. Licensed in California
1909. Died in Riverside, Calif., September 27, 1918.
Hurley, James Morgan, a graduate of the Cin-

cinnati College of Medicine and Surgery, 1885.
Licensed in California. Died September 25, 1918, in
San Bernardino.

Bullard. Wm. B., a graduate of Bowdoin Medical
School, Me., 1859. Licensed in California 1888.
Died September 23, 1918, in Los Angeles, Cal.
Power, Florence B., a graduate of the University

of Oregon, 1893. Licensed in California 1894.
Died at the Plaza Hotel, San Francisco, September
29. The wife of Dr. H. D'Arcy Power.

Barr, James, a graduate of the Hahnemann Med-
ical College, Chicago, Ill., 1880. Licensed in Cali-
fornia 1895. Died in Los Angeles August 24, 1918.

Nichols, George C., a graduate of Rush Medical
Collegre, ll., 1894.A Licensed in California 1904.


